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‘ About the Military Child Education Coalition™

(\

270N O Vision:

To serve as a model of positive leadership and advocacy for
ensuring quality educational opportunities for all military
children affected by mobility, family separation, and
transition.

Mission:

To ensure quality educational experiences for all military
children

Military Child Education Coalition™
909 Mountain Lion Circle Harker Heights, Texas 76548-2519
(254) 953-1923
www.MilitaryChild.org

MCEC™ js a Combined Federal Campaign approved organization, #10261
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Professional Development

*Transition Counselor Institute

*Special Education Leaders Institute
*Supporting Children of the National Guard and Reserve Institute

eLiving in the New Normal: Helping Children Thrive Through Good and

and Challenging Times

Student Programs

eStudent 2 Student
eJunior Student 2 Student

°Frances Hesselbein Student Leadership Program

*Bernard Brown Il Space Camp Scholarship

Parent Programs

Parent to Parent
Tell Me A Story

Tell me a story for young children




Guiding Principles of
Living in the New Normal
»Recognize and encourage the courage of children
»Acknowledge the positive attributes of military children
» Promote environment of resilience
»Understand that children grieve
»Non-victimization of grievers

» Respect the cultural traditions, belief systems, privacy

www.MilitaryChild.org
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Age of Child Most Impacted

Percent of Active Duty Spouses Whose Spouse Had Been Deployed in the Past 3 Years and Who Had a
Child at Home During Deployment

Average age of child most impacted was 6.1 years old

What age was the one child
most impacted by your
spouse's deployment?

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

W Less than 2 years old m2to5 years old =6 to 13 years old = 14 to 18 years old =19 to 21 years old

Active Duty—49K spouses surveyed—28% weighted response rate (13,720)

ADSS 2008 Q35 Margins of error range from +1% to £3%
July 2009



Age of Child Most Impacted

Percent of Reserve Spouses Whose Spouse Had Been Deployed in the Past 24 Months and Who Had a
Child at Home During Deployment

Average age of child most impacted was 8.1 years old

What age was the one child
most impacted by your 10
spouse's deployment?

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

B Less than 2 years old HZto5 years old H 6 to 13 years old Z 1410 18 years old Z19to 21 years old

Reserve Component—54K surveyed-30% weighted response rate (16,200)

RCSS 2008 Q53 Margins of error range from +1% to £3%
July 2009
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Most Impacted Child's Positive Emotional/Behavioral Changes in

Response to Deployment
Percent of Applicable Active Duty Spouses Whose Spouse Had Been Deployed in the Past 3 Years and
Who Had a Child at Home During Deployment

Closeness to family members

Degree of pride inhaving a
military parent

Level of responsibility

Level of independence

Closeness to friends

Academic performance

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
m Increased = No change m Decreased
ADSS 2008 Q39 Margins of error range from 2% to +4%

July 2009
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Most Impacted Child's Positive Emotional/Behavioral Changes in

Response to Deployment
Percent of Applicable Reserve Spouses Whose Spouse Had Been Deployed in the Past 24 Months and Who
Had a Child at Home During Deployment

Degree of pride inhaving a
military parent

Closeness to family members

Level of respansibility

Closeness to friends

Level of independence

Academic performance

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
m Increased = No change m Decreased
RCSS 2008 (54, 55 Margins of emor range from £2% to £3%

July 2009



Factors that Complicate Grief, Loss and
Separation Process

» Geographic Dispersion

» Deployment Stress

» Loss of culture and traditions
»Change in family structure

» Notification Process

» Media and public nature of war
» Children with special needs
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Most Impacted Child's Negative Emotional/Behavioral Changes in

Response to Deployment
Percent of Applicable Active Duty Spouses Whose Spouse Had Been Deployed in the Past 3 Years and
Who Had a Child at Home During Deployment

Level of fear/anxiety

Problem behavior at home

Level of anger about my
spouse's military requirements

Level of distress over
discussions of the war

Froblem behavior at schoaol

0% 20% 40% B0% B0% 100%
m Increased = No change m Decreased
ADSS 2008 Q39 Margins of emor range from £1% to 4%

July 2009
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Most Impacted Child's Negative Emotional/Behavioral Changes in

Response to Deployment

Percent of Applicable Reserve Spouses Whose Spouse Had Been Deployed in the Past 24 Months and Who
Had a Child at Home During Deployment

Level of fear/anxiety

Level of distress over
discussions of the war

Froblem behavior at home

Level of anger about my
spouse's military requirements

Problem behavior at school

0% 20% 40% B60% 80% 100%
m Increased = Mo change m Decreased
RCSS 2008 054, 055 Margins of emor range from £1% to £3%

July 2009



Components of the
Living in the New Normal
System

Professional Development
e LINN Institute (12 contact hours over two days)
e LINN Practicum (6 contact hours over one day)

Resources
e Resource List
e Website Listings

Public Engagement

www.MilitaryChild.org



LINN Public Engagement

Is a CALLTO ACTION! Each community member is:

v" Needed for the home front
v' An expert

v' A contributor

v' Alearner

v" Aninfluencer

Together, we can all can make a difference in our
communities...for the sake of the child.

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed
citizens can change the world; indeed it’s the only thing that

ever has.”
Margaret Mead

www.MilitaryChild.org



MCEC Science Advisory Board

The mission of the Science Advisory Board is to provide
expert advice through research-based data to the
LINN committee and the MCEC to ensure the efficacy
of the knowledge base and to enhance the ethical and
professional reliability of the Living in the New
Normal system.

FOCUS: Resilience, child development, trauma, and
loss, positive psychology, multiple deployments and
reintegration.

www.MilitaryChild.org



How can we help?

Questions?

www.MilitaryChild.org




